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Risk for Childhood Hydrocephalus due to Bacterial Meningitis
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antibiotics. At admission 89% had altered mental
state, 67% had seizures, 44% had neurological
deficit. The etiology was proven in 7 cases: H.
influenzae (4 cases), N.meningitidis (2 cases) and
S. pyogenes (1 case). Case fatality was 22%
among cases with hydrocephalus and 4.3% among
other cases.
Conclusions: Hydrocephalus as a complication of
bacterial meningitis in children was associated
with poor outcome and high case fatality. Risk
factors for childhood hydrocephalus were infant’s
age, late admission and infection with H.
influenzae.
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