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Description 
 

 

Authorship 

 

All persons designated as authors should qualify for authorship. Each author should have participated sufficiently in the 

work to take public responsibility for the content. Authorship credit should be based only on substantial contributions to: 

1. Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; or the acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of data 

for the work. 2. Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content. 3. Final approval of the 

version to be published. 4. Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to 

the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved. Conditions 1, 2, 3 and 4 must 

all be met. Participation solely in the acquisition of funding, or the collection of data does not justify authorship. General 

supervision of the research group is not sufficient for authorship. Editors will ask authors to describe what each 

contributed; this information will be published. All members of a group of authors who are named as authors, either in the 

authorship position below the title or in a footnote, should fully meet the above criteria for authorship. Group members 

who do not meet these criteria should be listed, with their permission, in the Acknowledgments or in an Appendix. The 

order of authorship should be a joint decision of the co-authors. AJMHS recommends that the author ranking in the 

authorship list has to follow the importance of the contribution of the individual co-authors in the study, with the 

exception of the last author who is generally the author group coordinator or leader and whose contribution is comparable 

with the first author. However, the authors must state if they have agreed for another ranking order (for example: authors 

A.B and C.D. have an equal contribution to this study etc.). Authors are expected to explain the order of authorship and 

each author contribution at the end of main text (before References). 

Conflict of Interest 

 

Conflict of interest for a given manuscript exists when an author, has ties to activities that could inappropriately influence 

his or her judgment, whether or not judgment is in fact affected. Financial relationships with industry (for example, 

through employment, consultancies, stock ownership, honoraria, expert testimony), either directly or through immediate 

family, are usually considered to be the most important conflicts of interest. However, conflicts can occur for other 

reasons, such as personal relationships, academic competition, and intellectual passion. Public trust in the peer review 

process and the credibility of published articles depend in part on how well conflict of interest is handled during writing, 

peer review, and editorial decision making. Bias can often be identified and eliminated by careful attention to the 

scientific methods and conclusions of the work. Financial relationships and their effects are less easily detected than other 

conflicts of interest. Authors should disclose their conflicting interests, and the information should be made available so 

that others can judge their effects for themselves. When they submit a manuscript, whether an article or a letter, authors 

are responsible for recognizing and disclosing financial and other conflicts of interest that might bias their work. They 

should acknowledge in the manuscript all financial support for the work and other financial or personal connections to the 

work.  

Authors should clearly state below whether or not there are any conflicts of interest regarding the submission and 

publication of the manuscript and its potential implications. 
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