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Chronic heart failure in a long-standing methamphetamine abuser

Shogo Kasuda1, Takeshi Kondo2, Risa Kudo1, Katsuya Yuui1, and Katsuhiko Hatake1
1

2

Department of Legal Medicine, Nara Medical University, Kashihara, Nara 634-8521, Japan
Division of Legal Medicine, Department of Community Medicine and Social Healthcare Science,
Kobe University Graduate School of Medicine, Kobe 650-0017, Japan

Abstract
stimulant

evident. Immunostaining for tenascin C was

(ATS) often damages cardiomyocytes through

negative. These findings indicated extensive

its sympathomimetic properties. Here, we

damage to the cardiomyocytes. We diagnosed

present an autopsy case report describing ATS-

the cause of his death as pulmonary edema due

associated cardiomyopathy (ATSAC) in an

to chronic heart failure, despite the normal

individual with a history of methamphetamine

appearance of the heart. ATSAC is generally

abuse

years.
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in this case, extreme long-standing abuse of
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